U. S. Department of Justice

Justice Management Division

Office of General Counsel

Washington, D.C. 20530

JUN 25 2014

MrKetly R—Welsh

General Counsel

U.S. Department of Commerce
Office of the General Counsel
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20230

Re: Legal Authority for American Community Survey Questions
Dear Mr. Welsh:

[ have been asked to respond to your letter of May 9, 2014, to Attorney General Holder, in which

you requested a review of the questions asked in the American Community Survey (ACS) on

behalf of the Department of Justice (DOJ), as well as an affirmation that the questions remain

relevant and the legal authorities supporting DOJ’s use of the information are accurate and
——————————complete-Tapologize for the-detay in-providing this response; which was due tothe

decentralization of DOJ’s relevant programs. We sincerely appreciate your office’s flexibility

with respect to the timing of this response.

In undertaking this review, working through DOJ’s point of contact for this ACS review, Mr.
William Sabol, we asked DOJ component organizations to identify whether they rely on ACS
information, and to provide the requested assurances. Ultimately, only two DOJ components
indicated that they use ACS information: the Civil Rights Division (CRT) and the Office of
Justice Programs (OJP). Within OJP, only the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) uses ACS
information. Both CRT and OJP/BJS have described their current needs for relevant ACS
information and have provided assurances that the authorities for such uses remain current. 1
have attached a document describing CRT’s numerous uses of ACS information and the relevant
current statutory authorities.

With respect to OJP/BIS, that organization has advised me that it is authorized under 42 U.S.C. §
3732 to collect a wide range of data relating to crime and the criminal justice system, and is
specifically directed to collect victimization statistics regarding individuals with developmental
disabilities under the Crime Victims with Disabilities Awareness Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-301,
Oct. 27 1998; 112 Stat. 2838 as amended; see 42 U.S.C. § 3732 (Note). Further, while there is
no specific statute directly referencing use of the ACS, BJS is authorized under 42 U.S.C. §
3732(d) to enter agreements with any federal agency for assistance in data collection and
analysis mecessary to perfornits multi-faceted mission:




Accordingly, please accept this letter as DOJ’s affirmation that it continues to need relevant
information as described above and in the attachment, and that the legal authorities for the use of
such information are accurate, current and complete. Mr. Sabol has transmitted the information
about the legal authorities to the ACS Content Review staff at Census.

Please let me know if you have any questions about this letter. I can be reached at
(202) 514-3452, or at Arthur.Gary@usdoj.zoy.

Sincerely yours,

At & @%@/
Arthur E. Gary

General Counsel

Attachment

Cc: Jocelyn Samuels, CRT
Lee Lofthus, IMD
Karol Mason, OJP
Ben Mizer, OAG
William Sabol, BIS
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